
 

Dear Parents, 

Spring is finally here!  I know we are all happy about 
warmer days ahead.  We are ready for lots of spring- me fun 
around DMWS.  Easter egg hunts will be happening in the next 
few weeks for the students, and we will have our annual  
Bu erfly Release when we return from Spring break.   

A big thank you to all of the parents who volunteered and 
supported the Carnival and Silent Auc on.  It was a great day of 
fun for everyone.  We will put the money made to great use. 

We s ll have a few openings in the 2 day- 2 year old  
classes for next year. If you know of any families that may be  
interested please have them contact me and I am happy to 
schedule a tour. 

 

Happy Spring! 

Susan 

 
From the Desk of… 

SSusan Grubbs 
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Duke Memorial Weekday School          April 2014 

Mark Your 
Calendar! 

Spring Break: April 
14—April 18 
 
Class Pictures: Apr 8 
& Apr 9 
 
Dining Out: April 29—
The Original Q 
Shack—Durham—5 % 
of all sales for the 
day! 
 
Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast: April 29 & 
April 30 
 
Spring Book Fair: May 
6 & May 7 
 
Parent Council Meet-
ings (Whitford Hall — 
9:20) 
April 2 
May 7 
 
 

 

 

504 W. Chapel Hill St. 
Durham, NC  27707 

919-688-5130 
www.dmws.org 

We’re on Facebook!  Find us at...  
www.facebook.com/dukememorialweekdayschool  

“Like” us for friendly reminders from the Parents’ Council! 



Dear DMWS Parents, 
 
What a winter it has been! I know I am in good company in saying that I’ve had enough of the 
snow, sleet, ice, and the missed days of school that accompany them. I have heard many  
sugges ons from parents as to how we should go about making up the lost instruc onal me. 
Please know that all sugges ons were appreciated and taken into considera on. The policy 
was reviewed by the Board of Directors at our mee ng this week, and I would like to share a 
few points with you: 
 
1. Snow makeup days for days missed THIS year are: Monday, March 10 and Tuesday, March 
11 (previously scheduled teacher work days), Monday, April 21 (previously scheduled as the 
last day of Spring break), and Thursday, May 22 (extending the school year one day).  
 
2. Lunch Bunch will be extended to Friday, May 16. 
 
3. Kindergarten dismissal will be changed from 12:50pm to 1:00pm for the remainder of the 
year. 
 
4. The Board voted to change the wri en policy beginning NEXT year as follows: 
 
"When the Durham Public Schools are closed or delayed due to inclement weather, Duke  
Memorial Weekday School will be closed.  Parents will not be contacted. It is the parents'  
responsibility to check for cancella on via local news outlets (WTVD/ABC11) or check the 
DMWS website current informa on. If DMWS is closed for more than 5 days during the year 
due to inclement weather, the DMWS Board may adjust the calendar to add makeup days at 
its discre on. Makeup days may include any of the following days:  Mar n Luther King, Jr. 
Day, Presidents’ Day, spring teacher workdays, and an addi onal day at the end of the school 
year." 
 
Thank you for all you do to make our school a wonderful place for our students, teachers, and 
staff members! 

Sincerely,  
Annaliese Gresham 

DMWS Board Chair 



The Treasurer’s Corner! 
Thanks so much to everyone who supported DMWS at the Spring Carnival and Silent Auc on last month.  All of your  

contribu ons, both financial and otherwise, are absolutely cri cal to the success and con nuing improvement of our wonderful 
school.  The carnival and auc on were both big successes this year and you all made it happen, so thank you! 

 
The funds raised throughout the year by the Parents' Council provide the majority of funding for both the DMWS tui on  

assistance program and fulfillment of teachers' "wish lists" for classroom updates.   
 

15% of all fundraising income every year is made available for tui on assistance the following year.  Need-based tui on  
assistance is available annually or in a short-term emergency situa on to any enrolled DMWS family through a confiden al  

applica on process.  Please stop by the school office for more informa on or to pick up an applica on.  Targeted dona ons to 
the DMWS tui on assistance fund are also gratefully accepted.  Please contact me using the informa on below if you're  

interested in making a direct contribu on. 
 

The remaining Parents' Council funds (minus a small fixed opera ng budget) are set aside to fund teacher requests for big- cket 
classroom items throughout the year.  You should be proud to know that in the last few years the Parents' Council has helped to 
purchase new rugs, bookshelves, tables and many other items that help our fantas c teachers do such wonderful work with our 

children. 
 

The Spring Carnival and Silent Auc on are the largest Parents' Council fundraiser each year, but are supplemented by income 
from Fall Gathering, fall and spring book fairs, tees and totes, coupon and cookbook sales, Dining Out evenings and individual 

dona ons by DMWS families and friends.  If you would like more informa on about the distribu on of Parents' Council funds or 
wish to make a contribu on, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

 
Thank you for all that you do to support the DMWS Parents' Council!  

Spring Book Fair 
The Usborne Book Fair is soon approaching! Mark your calendar for  
Tuesday, May 6th from 11am-1pm and Wednesday, May 7th from  

9-11am.  We are excited to be hos ng the book fair downstairs in the  
teacher's lounge to make it even more convenient for you.  You will also 

have the opportunity to order online, so keep an eye out for the link in next 
month's newsle er. Usborne offers very high quality books for all reading 

levels, ac vity & s cker books, and so much more. They have been a family 
favorite of ours for years!!  For more info, contact  Lauren Kruse (laurenkruse@hotmail.com).   

The Art By Me projects this year were as cute as ever.  
Orders have been placed and you should be expec ng your 
li le one's masterpiece to arrive soon. Thanks so much for 
par cipa ng in such a wonderful program and for  
con nuing to make this fundraiser a success!  



 

 

 

Mrs. Britt and Mrs. Chappell’s 5 day 3’s 
By Kristyn Lewis  

A Tuesday morning in Mrs. Bri  and Mrs. Chappell’s 5 Day 
3’s class may seem like any old early spring Tuesday, but it is 
actually anything but. Take the Duplo table, where Avi, Rhys, 
Ryan, and Zachary are hovered together, each building what 
appears to be your standard stack of Legos. “No,” Ryan  
declares. “It’s actually a popcorn-popping airplane.” “Mine, 
too!” Avi declares. “And me!” say Rhys and Zachary. Soon 
the boys are circling around the table, “planes” held high 
over their heads.  

Meanwhile, over at the art table, Cate is drawing a picture of 
herself flying a kite while Katherine traces a heart and Mira 
sits nearby, drawing a picture of her mom on one side of the 
page and her dad on the other. Edie sits nearby, cu ng out 
the kite shape she’s traced, and stops to admire the  
eyelashes that Mira has drawn on her mom. “My dad doesn’t 

have eyelashes but I have beau ful ones,” Edie remarks. Mira looks up from her picture. “Me, too,” she says.  

Abby sits one table over, playing in a sensory bin filled with popcorn kernels and rice, while Gabe is busy placing 
le ers in an ABC puzzle. He holds up S, then G, then L, which happens to be the le er of the week. Across the room, 
posters made by the class list various words that start with each le er they’ve studied. Hippo, heart, highway. Ketch-
up, kangaroo, ke le. 

Minutes later, Ryan, Katherine, and Edie start playing family. Roles are quickly assumed: Ryan will be the big brother, 
Katherine will be the ki y, and Edie, the three decide, is the grownup because the class celebrated her fourth birthday 
the previous day. They decide to go on a trip (“To Africa,” they say) and run across the room.  

Soon, Mrs. Bri  gathers the class for circle me. The class has been learning about wind and air, performing experi-
ments like flying paper bag kites on the playground to witness how wind works. For today’s experiment, Mrs. Bri  
reads the book Air is All Around You, and the class discusses how to prove that fact even though air is invisible. Next, 
Mrs. Bri  presents a plas c tub filled with green- nted water and shows the children how when you stuff a napkin 
into a glass and then invert the glass straight down into the water, the air will keep the napkin from ge ng wet. There 
are lots of “oohs” and “ahs” and Mrs. Bri  reminds the class that “scien sts are quiet and though ul.” Next, she  
removes the napkin from the glass, places it back down in the water and asks the students what will happen if she lts 
it.  “It will make bubbles!” Abby says.  

“That’s right! Proving that air is in the glass,” Mrs. Bri  
says. When she lts the glass, the room is silent, each child 
using their eyes and ears, as they’ve been instructed, to 
see and hear the bubbles. “It sounds like a burp!”  
someone exclaims. The class makes predic ons: Would 
bigger bubbles form if they used a bigger glass? Would it 
sound different? Finally, each child takes turns with the 
glass. As they do, the teachers decide to give the children 
their own plas c cups to try the experiment at home, 
where they can teach their parents the new thing they’ve 
learned during this anything-but-average day.   

 



 

 

 

 

DMWS Carnival & 
Silent Auction 

The Carnival Committee would like to extend our deepest gratitude to the DMWS community and its generous 
members for their extraordinary help in making this year's event yet another huge success. How great it was to 
see the looks of pride on the students’ faces as they showed off their rooms and explored other classes, and to 
hear the squeals of joy as little bodies flung down the inflatable slide.  
 
This year’s Carnival was certainly a joint effort, and we truly appreciated everyone’s involvement. We’d like 
to offer a special thanks to those that helped with the Carnival set up and breakdown, without you those tasks 
would have been much more challenging for sure! A huge thank you goes to every parent that gave of his or 
her time to run a booth, as well as the Carnival Class Representatives for their help in recruiting parent volun-
teers. 43 volunteers came out to man the booths at the event!  
 
The DMWS family is an awesome one indeed, and Saturday’s fun would not have been possible without your 
time and effort. It was truly a pleasure working with all of you, and watching so many joyful families have a 
great time at our school’s Spring Carnival made it all worthwhile! 

Sincerely, Carnival Co-Chairs, Sarah Maxwell & Andy Ritchey 

DMWS Parents and Teachers, 
 
Thank you for your contributions to this year's silent auction and for your attendance at the 
event.  Thanks to you, we're happy to say it was a great success and raised over $11,000 for our 
school!   
 
Most sincerely, Jamie Spatola, Stephanie Wilson, Whitney Sandor  
(Silent Auction Co-Chairs) 



 

 

 

 

This month at 
dmws... 

We want to say a huge “thank you” to all the DMWS and  
Parents Morning Out parents who worked so hard on  
Saturday, March 15, to make our playground an even be er 
place for our kids!  Bret Horton, Dan Rhodes, Jeff Bakalchuck, 
Jim Beadle, Julie Spearman, Pu achart Kelly, Stephanie Riley, 
and Troy Garner repainted and cleaned playground equip-
ment and replaced swings and wind chimes.  We also want 
to thank the Kelly Family, who donated the new swing seats 
and the new chimes for the music shelter.  Be sure to look 
around the next me you are on the playground.  We are so 
thankful for all their hard work! 



 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hardin and Mrs. Lloyd’s 2 day 2’s 
By Sloane Woo on  

I felt like part of the class as I entered Mrs. Hardin and 
Mrs. Lloyd's room hearing the song "Days of the week" 
that I o en hear my daughter singing out loud around 
our house.  Sung to the beat of the well known "Adams 
Family" tune, it is just one of the many songs my daugh-
ter has learned from her preschool class.  A er hearing 
the sweet li le voices sing along with Mrs. Hardin, the 
lesson con nued on with "What days do we go to 
school?".  Children shouted out different days and  
surprisingly some even shouted out the correct 
days.  Quite impressive, seeing as these children are 2 
and 3 years old! 
 
A daily, yet confusing topic for these kids (and for the 
rest of us in this NC winter) is what is the weather like 

today.  A er having their quick playground me these students decided it was cold and sunny.  Which was an excellent 
forecast predic on!  Since this winter weather has taken away so many of the kids’ school days, it doesn't stop these 
teachers from squeezing in as much learning and crea ve thinking as they can.  The kids pa ently waited in their chairs 
for the next topic as they con nued learning about the last two of the five senses - taste and sight. The five senses have 
been a major topic of discussion for the children this month.  They giggled their way through the book "Who's teeth are 
those" as the children tried to guess what animal it is by only being able to see their teeth!  A beaver, Tasmanian Devil, 
ra lesnake and walrus are just a few of these challenging teeth images these kids were faced with iden fying.  A er 
discussing that we keep our teeth clean by brushing them, the kids were then told that they were to going to try 
pain ng with toothbrushes instead of paintbrushes to e in an art project with the sense of taste.  They each explored 
their crea vity and looked to neighbors to get ideas while they tried to figure out how to paint with this new pain ng 
tool. 
 
To finish up the day the kids gathered once more in a circle 
to learn a li le about sight with the well-loved book 
"Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you See?". Laughter 
filled the room upon being asked if the teacher in the story 
resembles their teacher and if the children pictured look 
like them.  The giggles they shared with each other and the 
an cipa on in what was about to happen next in this class 
brought so much joy to my eyes as I sat back and just 
smiled at how happy these li le boys and girls were.  It is 
such a short me that these kids are together each week, 
but it is obvious that they have learned so much, and I am 
always anxiously awai ng the end of the school day so that 
I can hear what my daughter will be singing next. 



DMWS Annual 
Durham Bulls 

Outing 

 

Mark your calendars for the DMWS Annual 
Bulls Ou ng!  Fliers will be coming home in 

totes. DMWS has the Home Run pa o  
reserved for a night of food and fun!  

 

Sunday, May 18th 

Durham Bulls  

Athletic Park  

Teacher Appreciation Week 
We will be celebra ng Teacher  
Apprecia on Week April 28th 

through May 2nd. We hope that 
each classroom will show in their 

own way how much they appreciate 
their teachers. 

Thanks to the generosity of Parents 
and Parent Council Members, 

we will be serving Breakfast on 
Tuesday (April 29th) and Wednes-

day (April 30th) for all of our  
Teachers & Staff. Anyone interested 

in providing a dish on either day, please feel free 
to do so. Thanks so much for ge ng involved. 

A Message From The Parents’ Council 

 

The Parents' Council is very excited with the success of this year! Thank you to all of the wonderful 
families at DMWS for helping make this year one of the most successful fund raising years! 

If you are interested in a way that you can be more involved with the Parents' Council next year, 
please take a look at the following list and let me know if you would like more informa on.  

Open posi ons on Parent Council for 2014-2015 school year:  Parents Press, Dining Out, Fall  
Gathering, Fall Gathering Kitchen, Fall Gathering Raffle, Spring Carnival Co-Chair, Spring Carnival Food 

Trucks,   Silent Auc on (2 co-chairs), and Silent Auc on Class Projects. 
 

Puttachart Kelly 
PC President 

(pu achart.c.kelly@gmail.com)  



In March, Dining Out offered a new 
twist—Parents Night Out!  With the gen-
erosity of Six Plates Wine Bar (and DMWS 
Dad, Ma hew Beason), we were able to 
enjoy a relaxing and delicious night out!  

Thank you, Six Plates! 

Get Published! 
We’ve gone electronic!  You will receive a PDF version of the newsle er via e-mail from your classroom Parent 
Council Representa ve.  The Parents Press is always posted to the DMWS website (dmws.org) and star ng this 

month, a link will also be available on our Facebook page.  A limited number of paper copies will be available in the 
office, if this is your preference! 

The Parents Press is published throughout the school year by DMWS Parents’ Council.  Please send submissions to 
Allison Shultz at ajmckenney@gmail.com.  The submission deadline for the May newsle er is April 17th. 

In addi on to informa on about DMWS, the Parents Press offers space for you to adver se your small, at-home 
business.  The fee to adver se is $5, and we also ask that you’d be willing to donate 10% of your proceeds to DMWS 

when sales are made from the ad during the remainder of the school year.     

Summer is right around 
the corner and that 
means Summer Camp is 
as well! 

Camp runs from July 21—25 and takes place 
from 9:00—12:30. Camp is open to RISING 
3s through 1st grade. 

The fee for camp is $155.00 for the week.  
More information can be received in the  
office.  Space is limited and camp fills up very 
quickly! 

Duke Memorial Methodist Church is currently  
registering for Vaca on Bible School! It will be held 
the week of July 7th-11th at Duke Memorial.  Children 
who are rising Pre-K  through 5th grade are invited to 
a end. If there is an adult volunteering during the 
week or if you are a church member, childcare will be 
provided for infants-3 years of age.  The cost of VBS 
is $25.00 per family but $5.00 will be deducted for 

each day an adult signs up to volunteer.  We hope you will be able to join us 
for this fun week of Workshop of Wonders! If you have any ques ons, contact 
Harriet Putman (harrietputman@dukememorial.org or 919-683-3467x117) 


