
Dear Parent, 

DMWS has had a great start to the school year.  The children have settled 
quickly into their class routines.  I have enjoyed seeing the walls filled 
with artwork and smelling the delicious snacks classes have made during 
cooking time. 

Many thanks for helping our carpool line run smoothly.  Just a few re-
minders:  Remember the carpool line is a cell free zone.  Also remember 
to display your carpool number so we can easily see it.  Several parents 
have reported that cars have been blocking the intersection of Duke 
Street and Chapel Hill Street as they wait for a turn to enter the church 
parking lot-  we must keep this intersection clear.  We also ask that you 
hold your child’s hand any time you cross Memorial Drive. 

October should be an exciting month for the children.  Teachers have ac-
tivities planned that highlight the fall season.  Our 5 day Pre-K classes will 
enjoy a special story time with Durham Public Library Book Mobile Staff, 
individual photos will be made, and we will end the month with our annu-
al Fall Gathering/Book Fair and Halloween Parades.   It will be a very busy 
month for all of us! 

Feel free to stop by the office, call or email me any time you have a ques-
tion or concern.  Thank you for sharing your precious children with us! 

Enjoy the fall weather! 

Julie Allen 

DMWS Director 
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Mark Your 

Calendar! 

Oct 3:  Story Time with 

Durham Public Library Book 

Mobile (5 day Pre-k classes)  

 

Oct 14: Dining Out @ PDQ  

(on 15-501) 

 

Oct 16 &17: Teacher work-

days:  

 

Oct 20 & 21: Student Pictures 

 

Oct 20—26: Book Fair 

 

Oct 26: Fall Gathering 

    3-5PM 

 

Oct 30: Halloween Parade for 

Turkington/Wilder/Speight 

 

Oct 31: Halloween Parade for 

Kindergarten, 5 day Pre-k, 

3’s-3 day and 5 day) 

 

Parent Council Meetings 

(Whitford Hall — 9:20) 

October 1 

November 5  

December 3 

January 7 

February 4 

March 4 

April 1 

May 6 

 

 

504 W. Chapel Hill St. 

Durham, NC  27707 

919-688-5130 



New faces joining this year’s DMWS staff!  Let’s get to know... 

Mrs. Thompson  
I’m joining Duke Memorial Weekday School as a five day four-year-old teacher.  My 

husband, Jeff, and I recently moved to Hillsborough from Belmont, NC.  I have a de-

gree in English and Education from Wheaton College in Norton, Massachusetts and 

have taught for over 25 years; the last 18 at First Presbyterian Church Weekday 

School in Charlotte.   

We have two children: Kelsey, a recent graduate of the College of Charleston, lives 

and works in Charlotte; and Sam, a junior at UNC Chapel Hill, who is currently studying in Barcelona, 

Spain.  I love to travel (as much as possible), read (I’m a huge library patron), cook (I’m always experi-

menting) and walk (the Historic Occoneechee Speedway Trail and Ayr Mount are my favorites).  This sum-

mer I began running again and just completed my first 5K since 1990!  We attend St. Matthew’s Episcopal 

Church in Hillsborough and I can be found singing in the choir on most Sunday mornings.  I have a lifelong 

love and passion for teaching and working with young children and am thrilled to join the DMWS family! 

*Favorite Quote: “All the children who are held and loved will know how to love others.” Anonymous, China 500 A.D. 

Mrs. McRae  
I could not be more excited to join the Duke Memorial Weekday School family.  I am 

fortunate in that I get to spend five days a week with an amazing group of four and 

five year olds.  I am passionate about working with children.  This is my first year 

with this age group.  I taught first grade for two years and fourth grade for six 

years.  I sincerely enjoy working with children of all ages, but there is nothing like the 

love, joy, and magic one witnesses everyday working with preschoolers.  I am also a 

mother to two wonderful little girls.  They have taught me more than all my degrees, 

research, clinical experience, and classroom training could have ever prepared me for. I position my mind 

and heart daily to exude the same love towards my students that I do my own children. It is truly a gift to 

work with the children and staff of Duke Memorial Weekday School everyday.  



New faces joining this year’s DMWS staff!  Let’s get to know... 

Mrs. Wilder  
I am originally from Lu-

cama, NC where I was 

raised on a farm.  I at-

tended Campbell Univer-

sity where I received my 

bachelors degree in elementary education 

and my masters in school counseling.  I was 

a 4th grade teacher and school counselor in 

the Wilson and Durham public schools for 

eight years.  During that season of my life I 

met my husband David and we were blessed 

with three children, Landon (9), Alex (7), 

and Glynda Blair (4) which all have attended 

Duke Memorial at one point.  I have been at 

home with our children until this year and I 

am excited to be back teaching three year 

olds two days a week!  We are members of 

Triangle Presbyterian Church of Durham 

where I am actively involved in our chil-

dren's program.  I love my family, the beach, 

the farm and people.   

Smiles and hugs make me HAPPY!:)  

Mrs. Selig 
This is my first year 

teaching at Duke Me-

morial. Most recently I 

have been with Duke 

Medicine Development 

and Alumni Affairs Special Events and Do-

nor Relations. And before that, a stay at 

home mom of four and volunteer enthusi-

ast. 

My husband Scott works in Real Estate for 

Duke. Our four children are all over the 

country. Kevin, a Duke graduate, lives in 

Washington DC and is a Market Analyst for 

Jones, Lang Lasalle. Anna, a Wake Forest 

graduate, is the Marketing Manager at the 

Boston Harbor Hotel in Boston. Sam is a 

senior at Duke and will be joining 

Deutsche Bank on Wall Street in New York 

City after graduation. Our youngest Sa-

rahBelle is enjoying her first year at the 

University of California in Los Angeles. 



 

 

 

     FALL GATHERING 
 

DMWS’s annual Fall Gathering is right around the corner, and we’d 
love for you to be there! It’s a wonderful opportunity for parents to 
connect & socialize, students to show off their classrooms & art-
work, and everyone to enjoy a treat and a show together.  
 
This year’s Fall Gathering will be held on Sunday, October 26th from  

3-5 pm. Classrooms will be open for families to visit and spend time with teachers and fellow stu-
dents. Loco Pops will be providing popsicles for the whole family. There will be a small fee for the 
pops and show. We will have a raffle this year with so many wonderful prizes donated by our tal-
ented faculty and families, and of course our tuition prize! You don't want to miss out so please 
be on the lookout for information in your child's folder.  Tees and Totes will also be available in 
Whitford Hall if you need a way to show off your school spirit! 
 
This year’s entertainment will be provided by the “Bouncing Bulldogs” Jump Rope Team. If you’ve 
never seen these kids in action, be ready for a treat! Their discipline and super jump-roping skills 
will leave you amazed! 
 
There will be lots of fun, and fellowship for all at this event! Here’s the schedule for the evening: 

3-4:00  Open House in the Classrooms 
3-4:30  Book Fair in the Parlor 
4:15-5:00  Popsicles and entertainment with “The Bouncing Bulldogs” in 
Whitford Hall 

Flyers will be going home soon so look for details in your child's folder.  We look forward to see-
ing you all there. 

          

 DMWS RAFFLE 

The DMWS Fall Gathering will be held on October 26, 2014. During the Gathering, Parent’s Coun-
cil will also host a raffle.  As in past years, our grand prize will be one month FREE tuition.  
 
In addition, we would like to raffle off items made/donated by our Duke Memorial families. We 
thought it would be fun to highlight the talent hidden within our school. Items that have already 
been donated include a specialty cake, chocolate chip pumpkin bread, a gift card to Stella and Dot 
and tickets to a Duke football game.  
 
So whatever your talent, or hobby, please donate so that we may celebrate the diverse skills 
within our school. Please email Rebecca Roper at rjbharvey@yahoo.com, with any donations you 
would be able to offer.   

mailto:rjbharvey@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

OUR BOOK FAIR IS COMING!!! 
A fabulous selection of books is headed our way!  There will be books for everyone to enjoy – toddlers, preschoolers, big 
kids and even parents!  There are board books, early reader books, chapter books, Christian books, books in Spanish, 
activity books, even cookbooks! You can also contribute books to your child’s class by checking out your teacher's wish 
list.  

The Book Fair is a great way to get everyone excited about reading. Mark your calendar and we will see you there! 

Where: Bradshaw Room (upstairs) 

When:  Monday, October 20, 9am-1pm 

              Tuesday, October 21, 9am-1pm 

              Wednesday, October 22, 9am-1pm 

              Thursday, October 23, 9am-1pm 

              Friday, October 24, 9am-1pm 

              Sunday, October 26, During Fall Gathering 

If you cannot attend the Book Fair or have friends & family that would like to do some shopping, please share this link so 
they can also support Duke Memorial: http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/dmws.    

If you are willing to volunteer two hours of your time during the book fair from 9-11am or 11-1pm, please contact Kate 
Wolf at kjtecu@aol.com or (919) 477.9217.  We would love to have your help!! 

Hello from the Parents' Council! 
 
We hope you've had a chance to look through the Attractions Dining and Value Guide that recently came home with 
your child.  There are so many great deals in there just waiting to be used!   
Just a few examples: 

Dozens of two-for-one and other discounts at local restaurants  

$40 in coupons from Dick's Sporting Goods 
$50 in coupons from Best Buy 
20% off at Stride Rite, The Children's Place, and many other local and national retailers 

Ticket offers for the circus, ballet, water park and other activities 
 
And you get it all for just $20, including automatic access to the mobile app with additional of-
fers and special online coupons.  Don't forget to register your book online using the unique code inside the front cover.   
 
And there are editions available for other locations both near and far…just visit attractionsbook.com and search by city or 
zip code.  Perfect for friends, family, or vacation!  Any coupon book (no matter the location!) purchased using our school 
code (DMWS) will help earn money for the Weekday School. 
 
Many thanks to those of you that have already purchased or returned your book, that helps keep things organized. Please 
make sure to send in additional orders/payments or return any unsold coupon books before Friday, October 10th.   
 
Questions?  Need additional books?  Contact Stephanie Wilson stephbroka@me.com   
 
Thank you for supporting the Parents’ Council and DMWS! 

http://attractionsbook.com
mailto:stephbroka@me.com


 Important Reminders 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT THE CARPOOL LINE IS A CELL PHONE FREE ZONE!!! 

Please keep the line moving!  If the car in front of you has moved, please move with it. 

DO NOT BLOCK THE INTERSECTION OF W.CHAPEL HILL and DUKE STREET!  If you cannot pull completely through the 
intersection, circle around the Police Station. 

Stay on the left side of the side parking lot and stop at the red line and allow space for any church employees or visitors 
to enter/exit the parking lot. 

Once your child is loaded, drive as far up Memorial Drive as you can to buckle them or pull into the paved parking lot.  
The cones are there to deter people from parking along the street.  PLEASE do not block  the crosswalk. 

Remember to exit onto Duke Street, which will free up some congestion on Memorial Drive. 

If you walk up, please have your carpool card with you.  We will bring your child to you after the car line is complete. 

ALWAYS HOLD YOUR CHILD’S HAND UNTIL THEY ARE SAFELY IN THE CAR!  

Always use the crosswalk when crossing the street. 

If the orange cone is on the front porch when you pick up your child, you are late and will need to pay the $10 late fee 
on your child’s next school day.    

 

DMWS Halloween Parade 

Two Halloween parades will take place this year; one on 

October 30th for Turkington, Wilder, and Speight and a 

second on October 31st for Kindergarten, 5 day Pre-k, 3 

day 3’s and 5 day 3’s.   

Your little costumed goblins will start at the entrance of 

the school, pass the playground and walk around the 

church, finishing up at the school entrance.   

Parents and other parade watchers are asked to enjoy the 

parade from the front lawn or the side parking lot.  Please 

note that 2 year olds do not parade for safety reasons, but 

they will enjoy the parade from their classrooms.   

We ask that you remain outside until the parade is com-

plete.  You may come in to take pictures when the parade 

is over.  Please remember to dress your child in a costume 

that will allow them to walk safely in the parade.   

DMWS Spirit Wear 

The DMWS online store is open!   

Shop online at:  

http://www.companycasuals.com/DMWS  

for all your spirit wear needs.   

 

Shirts, stickers, magnets, totes, and more can 

also be purchased at the Book 

Fair or at Fall Gathering.   

 

Questions? Contact  

Emily White at  

eewhite7@gmail.com 



Parents Press Info! 

The Parents Press is published throughout the school year by DMWS Parents’ Council.  Please send submissions to 

Stephanie Crowe at dmwsparentspress@gmail.com.  The submission deadline for the November newsletter is October 

25th.  The Parents Press offers space for you to advertise your small, at-home business.  The fee to advertise is $5 and 

we also ask that you’d be willing to donate 10% of your proceeds to DMWS when sales are made from the ad during 

the remainder of the school year.     

Classroom Volunteers Needed! 
We appreciate the parents who have already volunteered as classroom, carnival, or silent 

auction representatives; however, we still have many vacancies and hope you will consider 

volunteering your time.  We need at least one, preferable two parents from each class to 

fill these vital roles.  Volunteer opening are as follows: 

Parent Council Reps needed: Wilder/Selig (2 day 3's) and McRae/Hensen (5 day 4's)  

Carnival and Silent Auction Reps Needed: all classes 

Additionally, we are still seeking to fill Parents Council committee openings for the Book Fair and co-chairs 

for Carnival or Hospitality.  If interested in any volunteer opportunities, please contact Kate Wolf 

at kjtecu@aol.com or (919) 477.9217.  

Mellow Mushroom in Durham hosted our 

first Dining Out event of the year in Sep-

tember; we had a wonderful turnout and 

raised $187. Many thanks to Mellow 

Mushroom for their support of DMWS!   

Please join us on Tuesday, October 14th 

at PDQ on 15-501 in Durham for our next 

Dining Out event. PDQ will donate 10% of 

their sales to anyone who mentions DMWS from 5pm - close. 

This includes drive-thru orders!   

What is Dining Out?    

Join DMWS families, teachers, and staff once a month at a local 
restaurant! This is a great opportunity to visit with friends and 

your child’s teachers while enjoying a meal out and raising money 
for our school.  

 

Participating restaurants donate a portion of their sales on a spe-
cific date to DMWS.  You are encouraged to invite other friends 

and family.  Many restaurants will also honor takeout orders. 
 

Please join us each month and be sure to mention DMWS to your 
server.  If you know of restaurants that would like to participate, 
please contact Ashley Smitherman at ashleyberoth@yahoo.com. 


