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Mark your Calendars:

Dec 2- Parents’ Council 
meeting
Dec 3- Kindergarten Open 
House
Dec 9- Poinsettias arrive
Dec 13- DMWS music 
students sing at 10:55 am 
worship service
Dec 14- Teacher Holiday 
Luncheon/Staff meeting
Dec 17- Last day of school 
for 2015
Jan 4- School resumes
Jan 13- Parents’ Council 
meeting
Jan 18- No school due to 
MLK Holiday
Jan 25 & 26- Parent 
Conferences- No school for 
children
Jan 27- Registration for 
current students/siblings
Jan 29- Registration for 
church members and alumni
Feb 3- Parents’ Council 
meeting
Feb 4- Public Lottery at 

10am
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Classroom Spotlight: Mrs. McRae & Mrs. Hensen’s 5-Day 4’s 

I was excited when I received my special assignment from the parents press director; my time had come to watch 
the superheroes of Mrs. McRae and Mrs. Hensen’s class in action!  It was a cloudy and drizzly Monday morning 
and my superhero daughter was excited for me to see how the superheroes tackled their day!

 We were quickly greeted with a spritz, code name for hand sanitizer, and then it was off to find our hook and 
cubby to place all of our personal belongings.  These superheroes moved at lightning speed, before I knew it they 
had all arrived and were enjoying some free play.  Mrs. McRae, superhero leader, was the last to arrive and she 
greeted each of her superheroes with a gigantic super snuggle.  All of a sudden a bell rang and the superheroes 
immediately started cleaning up toys, what could be next I wondered?

 Once all the toys were put in their place, the superheroes flew in to sit on their designated star in a large circle.  
The superheroes erupted with their glorious singing voices, with the good morning song!  As the song ended, the 
superheroes all became quiet and the morning meeting started.  Top secret assignments for jobs are given out at 
this time and it was a Monday, which means the superhero mail was delivered to the mailbox classroom over the 
weekend with the very important, what letter the heroes will be focusing on this week!  The jobs were handed out 
first, Fearless Leader, Courageous Caboose, Tidy Titan, and Super Student and once the jobs were in place, it was 
on to their first assignment, the date and day of the week for today.  

The Super Student took his place in front of the superhero board and with the help of his fellow superheroes they 
figured out it was Monday, November 9th.   Just like that the first assignment was completed and they were off to 
the next one, Weather Watcher!  The Super Student chose the Weather Watcher song, put the binoculars to his 
eyes and looked out the window to report back the weather was partly cloudy with rain.  Weather watcher 
assignment completed and it was finally time to uncover the biggest assignment, letter of the week!  Super Student 
flew over to the mail box and revealed the letter of the week was P!  The superheroes went over the sound the 
letter P makes, they each said a word that started with the letter P, popcorn being the popular word, and went over 
the shape, pentagon.  Then it was time for everyone to stand up for the hokey pokey, letter P style!  After a couple 
of rounds of the hokey pokey, the superheroes had worked up an appetite and need to refuel with a quick snack.  

The superheroes glided over to find their 
names at the table, then grabbed a quick bite 
of pretzels, gulped their water, and chatted 
among themselves.  As they each finished up, 
they cleaned up after themselves and then it 
was off to explore the classroom before 
regrouping for more work on the letter P.  

I was sad my mission had come to a close, but 
I was thankful that the superheroes welcomed 
me into their top secret day with smiles, 
laughter, courage, knowledge, and love!  If only 
we were all so lucky to be a superhero under 
the direction of superhero leaders, Mrs. 
McRae and Mrs. Hensen! 
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Women’s Fellowship Book Group 

Duke Memorial women’s group is open to women of all ages each Wednesday morning at 9:30 am in the 
Soul Café. Join us as for delicious snack as we read and discuss Chris Hoke’s book, Wanted, a memoir of 
his time as pastor to gang members and prisoners.  

Parent’s Sunday School Class 

Each Sunday morning Duke Memorial offers a Sunday school class for those on the journey of parenting. 
Join other parents each Sunday at 9:45 am in the Parlor for support, encouragement, and a lot of laughter 
as we discuss Sabbath in Suburbs, a book about parenting in a very busy world.

Remind Texting Service - Sign up now! 

Remind is a free messaging tool to help educators communicate with parents.  Parents can opt in to 
receive texts from the school in the event of an emergency (fire, etc).  It will also be used in the event of 
school cancellation/delay in addition to email notification.  

To receive text messages, parents should text @dukemem to 81010 or (828)394-2095.  Parents can 
unsubscribe at any time.

DMWS Inclement Weather Policy 
When the Durham Public Schools are closed due to inclement weather, Duke Memorial 
Weekday School will be closed.  If Durham Public Schools are delayed, the Director will 

determine if Duke Memorial Weekday School should be open, closed, or operate on a delay. 

Factors considered when assessing whether to close, open on time or on a delay include, but 
are not limited to: teacher availability to fulfill Safe Sanctuaries requirements, the condition of 
Memorial Drive/sidewalks along Memorial Drive, and timing of the inclement weather event.  
Parents should check for cancellation/delay information on WTVD and WRAL.  Attempts will 

be made to notify all families by email.  The decision as to whether or not Duke Memorial 
Weekday School opens on a delay will be made with the utmost consideration of safety for all 
of our families and staff members. Duke Memorial Weekday School will build up to 4 makeup 
days into the school calendar.  Use of these makeup days is at the discretion of the Director.
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Classroom Spotlight: Mrs. Thompson & Mrs. Wheeler’s 5-Day 4’s 

A couple of weeks ago I had the opportunity to visit Mrs. Thompson & Mrs. Wheeler's 5-day 4's class. When I 
first arrived the children were scattered around the cheerful room playing independently with their friends. 
Some were pretending to be veterinarians, others were 
building with Lego's and another group was busy in the 
kitchen. I was reminded right away (and throughout my 
visit) of the saying that play is a child's work. That is truly 
the case for these 4- and 5-year olds. They're silly and 
funny and energetic, but with the gentle guidance of Mrs. 
Thompson & Mrs. Wheeler the kids are able to focus 
their energy into purposeful play and it is really a joy to 
watch.

Mrs. Thompson called the children to the rug for morning 
meeting. They reviewed the calendar, shared stories about 
their weekend adventures, assigned classroom helpers for 
the day, and Mrs. Thompson laid out the schedule so the 
kids knew what to expect. It was just before Thanksgiving 
so there were lots of activities surrounding the kids’ many 
blessings. The weather helper provided a weather report, 
which gave the class a good giggle - she reported seeing snow on the playground! Wishful thinking! They sang 
songs, reviewed the Bible quote and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Hearing these twelve young people recite 
the Pledge in unison was really touching and inspiring.

As morning meeting concluded, the children joyfully chose their next activity. Mrs. Thompson helped a small 
group decorate their blessing books with turkeys and drawings of the things they're most thankful for. It was so 
fun to see what they decided to be thankful for that day: families, bikes, ponies, candy... everything from silly to 

serious, but each was heartwarming. As 
the other children waited their turn to 
decorate blessing books many were deep 
in imaginative play.  There was an easel 
set up for painting with feathers, which 
was a big hit! They were very proud of the 
headdresses, beaded necklaces and 
painted shirts they'd made for the 
upcoming Thanksgiving Feast.

It's clear that the children love being a 
part of the Thompson/Wheeler Team, 
and that every day is filled with love, 
excitement and learning in this wonderful 
classroom.
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December Dining Out 
A BIG THANKS to Pop’s Backdoor Pizza for 

sponsoring our November dining out! 

The December dining out will be at on Tuesday the 15th at PDQ from 4-9.  
DMWS will receive 10% of of sales from our group so let cashier know you’re 

from DMWS!

DMWS Sings at December 13 
Worship Service 

Duke Memorial United Methodist Church has invited 
the music students of DMWS to sing at the 10:55am 

service on December 13.  

Mrs. Combs has begun to teach our 3 year old, pre-k, 
and kindergarten students two songs for this special 
occasion.  Children are invited to sit in worship with 
their parents, sing, and then either return to sit with 
their parents or leave with childcare workers for the 

remainder of the service.  

We hope your family can join us on December 13.

Fri., Feb. 
19th @ 
Sky Zone 

Announcing a DMWS family night in partnership 
with Sky Zone at Northgate for Friday 2/19 in the 

evening.  More details to come!

Sky Zone will donate a portion of ticket and 
concession sales to DMWS. This should be a fun 

night for parents and children alike, so plan to 
attend!!

Hospitality Committee Updates 
1. The Holiday Teacher Luncheon will be on Monday, December 14th.  Please be on the look out for an email 

about signing up to set up, clean up, childcare, and food!  

2. The Bradshaw room will be available for parents and children during teacher conferences on Monday, January 
26th and Tuesday, January 27th.  Childcare will not be provided, parents will need to coordinate with other 
parents to trade off watching children during their schedule conference times.

- Mercer Griffin
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DID YOU KNOW? 

• The DMWS Parents’ Council generously allots $100 per classroom each year for supplemental items.  
Teachers use the money to augment classroom supplies and purchase educational materials.

• Our students enjoyed feasting together as age levels during November as they learned about 
Thanksgiving.

• In 1975, DMWS added 2 year olds to our preschool program.  The class met for 2 days each week 
(Wednesday and Friday).  To enroll, children had to be 2 ½ years old. 

• Each year, our students enjoy three plays including two performances by our Kindergarten Class.  Rags 
to Riches Theater for Young Children also visits our school each year.

• In November, Officer Solomon brought his police car to show the children.

Registration Information for 2016-2017 

. 

Get Published! 
The Parents’ Press is published throughout the school year by DMWS Parents’ Council. Please send 
submissions to Stephanie Crowe at dmwsparentspress@gmail.com. The submission deadline for the 
January newsletter is December 28th. 

In addition to information about DMWS, the Parents’ Press offers space to advertise your small business. 
The fee to advertise is $5. 
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Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and Happy Holidays to all!
Hard to believe that the holidays are here … each year it seems to sneak up and then wham it is here, 
the holiday season comes on in full force, the decorating starts, the trees go up, the lights and 
candles sparkle and then before we can blink the trash cans are full of wrapping paper, trees at the 
curb and the party is over.  My prayer for each of us this holiday season is that we can take a 
moment to be still (& quiet) and reflect on the year – the good, the bad and the ugly, the 
celebrations and the heartaches, the new lives and those lost … just take a moment to remember. 

AND sneak a moment to watch and to listen … a moment to see the magic in your child’s eyes, to 
hear the wonder of “do reindeer really fly?”, to see the delight in the inexpensive toy, to feel the love 
of family & friends, to know the blessing of giving to others and just to embrace the warmth, the 
love and smell of the season!  Life is so good and we are all so blessed!

Bottom line as I am rambling … I wish you a very happy, memory filled and picture worthy holiday 
season.  Enjoy your time with your little people (& your big people) … enjoy the messy house, the 
loud playroom, the piles of laundry and … may you laugh when you realize that your that your tree is 
lopsided and that you burned the Christmas cookies (again).  It is all part of the season and part of 
the fun.  All such a treat!

Thankful for 2015 and thankful for each of you – may God bless and protect you all this magical 
holiday season!  

My Best and Merry CHRISTmas!  

Kimsey Shanks  

SAVE the DATE: Silent Auction and Spring Carnival
The date has been set, the donations are coming in, the food trucks reserved, and the committees 
are coming together … April 23rd, 2016 is going to be epic!  Duke Memorial Weekday Schools largest 
fund raiser and biggest party of the year and we want you there!!  

Get out your 2016 calendar and plan to join us Saturday April 23rd (10am-2pm), at DMWS.  A 
good time will be had by all!  Details to follow – if you are looking for ways to get involved (& have 
fun) then we are looking for you … contact Blake Ellis at btellis75@gmail.com or Kimsey Shanks at  
kimseyshanks@gmail.com.
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