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Mark your 
Calendars:

Nov 11- Veteran’s 

Day- NO SCHOOL

Nov 18- 

Kindergarten 

Thanksgiving Play

Nov 24- Poinsettia 

Orders Due

Nov 25-27- 

Thanksgiving 

Holiday- NO 

SCHOOL

Dec 3- Kindergarten 

Open House
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From the Fall Gathering Committee... 

A HUGE thank you to everyone who attended this year's Fall Gathering! What a great afternoon it was 
to connect with other families, enjoy yummy popsicles together, and watch an amazing performance by 
the Bouncing Bulldogs! 

A big thank you to the teachers for taking time out of their weekend to show off their lovely classrooms 
and the beautiful art work done by your children. Thank you to everyone who came, bought some books 
and raffle tickets and helped to make this year's fall gathering a fun, relaxed event!

The monies that were raised by the Fall Gathering will go straight to the betterment of our classrooms 
and tuition assistance. Thank you again for coming out to support DMWS! —Blake Ellis

50/50 Raffle Update 

Thank you to all families who participated in the 50/50 Raffle!  A special congratulations to the winner of 
the grand prize of $330, Duke Memorial's very own, Leslie Allman!  Congratulations to Orchina Hanna 
for winning the free month of tuition! —Tracey Streck

Scholastic Book Fair Update 

I would like to say a special thank you to all of the volunteers that helped out at the Book Fair this year!  And 
thank you to the shoppers who came and supported the fair and DMWS!   Thanks to you all the Book Fair made 
over $1,400 and DMWS will receive $564.21 in Scholastic dollars!

We will be having a smaller Book Fair in the Spring!  Thanks again for your support!  —Sloane Wooten
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Kindergarten Open House 

December 3, 2015 at 9:30am*

Please call the office at 919-688-5130 or send an 
email to julieallen@dmws.org to attend. 

Because this is a regular school day for students, 
we ask that siblings not attend.

*other time slots may be added if there is 
demand

New  Ramps on Memorial Drive 

To improve access to our facility for persons in 
wheelchairs or strollers, two new ramps from 

Memorial Drive to the sidewalk will be installed.  

Weather permitting, the concrete work will be 
done on November 11 (Veteran’s Day Holiday).  
Ramp construction will not impact our carpool 

line, but may make access to the sidewalk difficult 
on November 12 as the concrete dries.   The new 
ramps will be located at the crosswalk and at the 

rear entrance to the Sanctuary Building.

DID YOU KNOW? 
• Our staff joined over 250 other preschool teachers from Durham and Orange Counties to 
hear speakers on the October 15 workday.  We learned about integrating music into the curriculum, 
teaching students of different temperaments, and outdoor learning.  The event was quite energizing! 

• Due to the generosity of our Parents’ Council, we have been able to purchase over $2700 
worth of musical instruments for Mrs. Combs to use in music class.  Your children will enjoy playing 
xylophones, glockenspiels, castanets, finger cymbals, hand drums, guiro shakers, and more!

• Mrs. Sykes and her husband made several corn hole sets for the children to use in fitness 
during October.

• DMWS had our own pumpkin patch for our 2’s and 3’s classes.

• Our school is fortunate to have Deputy Solomon coming to our school on a monthly basis to 
read to our students.  He will read to four classes each time he visits.  Deputy Solomon may even be 
able to bring his motorcycle to show us during his next visit!

• DMWS shares the playground with PMO.  DMWS students use the playground from 9-noon 
each day while PMO uses it from noon until 12:45pm.

New Email Addresses for DMWS! 

We have new email addresses!  To contact Julie Allen, please use julieallen@dmws.org and to contact 
Judy Elliott-Moore use judyelliottmoore@dmws.org
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Classroom Spotlight: Mrs. Eva’s & Mrs. Perkins’ Kindergarten 

Fun and creativity abound in Mrs. Eva's and Mrs. Perkins' kindergarten classroom, and while learning occurs at a 
break-neck speed, the acquisition of new skills is so cleverly embedded in exciting projects, that one barely 
notices it is taking place.  On the morning that I joined our Duke Memorial kindergarten class, I immediately 
decided that I didn't want to leave.  Not only was I quickly transported back to my glorious year of kindergarten 
(when someone still made my bed, and when a classmate shared her new Thriller record during show-and-tell), 
but I also realized that the rest of my morning would soon seem dull in comparison.  Here is a quick overview of 
all that my morning as a Duke Memorial kindergartener entailed.

After arriving in the classroom, I watched as children hung up their backpacks, washed their hands, and then 
turned to the blackboard to see to which centers they were assigned.  I looked around, and I saw four fun-filled 
activities taking place simultaneously.  It was impossible to go wrong.  Halloween themes were in the air!

At my first center, I joined a group of girls making seasonal masks out of paper plates: black cats, pumpkins, and 
jack-o-lanterns.  All turned out fabulously.  Secondly, I made my way to a table where a group of young gentlemen 
were also using paper plates, but to a different end.  They threaded yarn and made chalk marks to create spider 
webs adorned with big, plastic spiders.  No house would be short of Halloween decorations this year!

From mask making to spider webs, and then on to fire truck cookies!  As October was fire-safety month in 
kindergarten at Duke Memorial, what better way to punctuate class discussions of household and school safety 
measures and a visit from a fire truck, than to decorate fire truck-shaped cookies with red icing, mini Oreo 
wheels, and licorice trim?  Delicious!  Finally, I concluded my morning at the block center.  There, a handful of 
classmates, donned in costumes from the dress-up corner, engaged in imaginative play and manned a fire truck 
constructed from blocks.  No blaze was getting away from these young firefighters!

In addition to Halloween and fire safety, Duke Memorial kindergarteners honed their skills in many other areas 
during the month of October.  The children sharpened their fine motor skills through many cutting activities 
and through practicing writing the letters Ff, Ee, Dd, and Pp.  What is more, the class began writing numbers, 
covered patterns and color words, and learned about Christopher Columbus.  Finally, kindergarteners visited the 
Waller Farm, where Farmer Mark explained just how the many pieces of his farm fit together, and where we saw 
donkeys, chickens, a strawberry field, a milking cow, a massive tractor, turkeys, and goats.  Wow!  I can only 
imagine the many amazing things November in kindergarten will unveil! —Hilary Virdin
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November Dining Out 
A BIG THANKS to Q Shack for sponsoring our October 

dining out! 

The November dining out will be at on Tuesday the 3rd at Pop's 
Backdoor Pizza (3710 Shannon Road, Durham).  DMWS will receive 10% 

of all day sales, so stop by for lunch and dinner!

Get Published! 

The Parents’ Press is published throughout the school year by DMWS Parents’ Council. Please 
send submissions to Stephanie Crowe at dmwsparentspress@gmail.com. The submission 
deadline for the November newsletter is November 30th. 

In addition to information about DMWS, the Parents’ Press offers space to advertise your small 
business. The fee to advertise is $5. 

DMWS Inclement Weather Policy 
When the Durham Public Schools are closed due to inclement weather, Duke Memorial 
Weekday School will be closed.  If Durham Public Schools are delayed, the Director will 
determine if Duke Memorial Weekday School should be open, closed, or operate on a 
delay. 

Factors considered when assessing whether to close, open on time or on a delay include, 
but are not limited to: teacher availability to fulfill Safe Sanctuaries requirements, the 
condition of Memorial Drive/sidewalks along Memorial Drive, and timing of the inclement 
weather event.  Parents should check for cancellation/delay information on WTVD and 
WRAL.  Attempts will be made to notify all families by email.  The decision as to whether or 
not Duke Memorial Weekday School opens on a delay will be made with the utmost 
consideration of safety for all of our families and staff members. Duke Memorial Weekday 
School will build up to 4 makeup days into the school calendar.  Use of these makeup days 
is at the discretion of the Director.
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DMWS Welcomes: Angela Combs 

I graduated Magna Cum Laude from Virginia Tech with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Music Education.  In 2004, I started my job at a brand new 
school as an Elementary Music Teacher (PreK-5th grade) at Highcroft 
Drive Elementary in Cary.  I taught there for seven years, and during 
my tenure I was named Teacher of the Year and earned my National 
Board Certification for Early and Middle Childhood Music.  For the 
past three years, I have taught music classes at the Levin Jewish 
Community Center for PreK-5th grades.

I hope to instill a love for music in each child.  I believe that the Orff 
teaching approach helps me to achieve this goal.  In 2004, I completed 
my Orff Schulwerk Level 1 training at UNC-Greensboro.  This was a 
62 hour course that taught me how to use Carl Orff ’s (a famous 
German composer) music education approach with children.  As a 
result, I encourage students to be creative and active participants in 
their learning.  This is seen through the child’s singing, dancing/movement, and playing of instruments.  
For more information on Orff Schulwerk, please see: http://aosa.org/about/more-on-orff-schulwerk/

I am married to my wonderful husband, Chris Combs, a financial advisor with Merrill Lynch, and we live 
in Durham with our two daughters.  My youngest daughter, Betty Ann, attends the PMO program at 
Duke Memorial and our eldest, Cindy, is a 1st grader at Voyager Academy Elementary School.

I am thrilled to be at Duke Memorial, and I am very excited to teach your children.

Coupon Book Wrap-Up 
Lots and lots of thanks to the many of you who participated in our GoPlay Save Fundraiser – it was a HUGE 
success, with over $1,500 raised for Duke Memorial Weekday School!

CONGRATULATIONS to our top “sellers”:

Noah Courtney

Alaina Huneycutt

Emery Kruse

Thank you moms, dads, grandparents, friends and families for your participation!!
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Giving Tree 2015 
It is hard to believe that Halloween has just passed and it is already time to think about our annual Giving Tree! 
The Giving Tree is our way of giving back to the community and fostering the sharing and caring spirit with our 
children!

This year we are partnering with our very own Duke Memorial United Methodist Church and their 4th annual 
Christmas Market.  The Duke Memorial Christmas Market is a one-day, low-cost holiday shopping event for 
Durham families with limited financial means. It gives parents an opportunity to give Christmas gifts to their 
children and honors their dignity by letting them to do the shopping themselves. It gives donors a chance to 
share God’s love and experience the true meaning of Christmas.  Families who receive services from the 
Churches partner agencies are invited to shop at the Christmas Market. Agencies (Urban Ministries, Habitat 
for Humanity, IHN, etc.) distribute Shopper’s Passes to families (1 pass per child) based on need and 
circumstance. New and gently used items are accepted and sold at 75% off retail.  Proceeds from the market go 
back the partner agencies. 

The Christmas Market will be December 5th, 2015 so we are collecting gifts in November this year! The Giving 
Tree will be set up in the hallway of the Weekday School on Monday, November 9th! Please plan to stop by the 
"tree" with your child(ren) to select an ornament (or two) to donate to the Market.  Once purchased, please 
bring the unwrapped items back to the school or church office. 

The organizers of the Market have set up an Amazon Wish List for hot ticket items. You may shop directly 
from the link or purchase similar items locally and drop them off.

Gifts should be brought back to DMWS by November 20th!!

 Amazon link: https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/
lsref=cm_sw_su_wie=UTF8&lid=5ZYC8ACSL63Q&ref_=cm_sw_su_w&ty=wishlist

http://www.dukememorial.org/christmas-market.html

Thank you for your families participation and generosity! Happy Holidays!

—Stephanie Miller  (stephford23@yahoo.com)

Duke Memorial Poinsettia Sale
Orders due November 23 and 24.  The plants 
will be ready for pick up on December 9.  
More information will come home soon in 
your child ’s folder.

m off.ffff

!!

_sw_su_w&ty=wishlist

appy Holidays!
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